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Benicia Historical Society  

The Benicia Historical Society began in 1973. The 

purpose of the society is to bring together people  

interested in the history of Benicia and California. 

The society works to preserve the history and 

heritage of our city for future generations. Our goal 

is to enhance historic Benicia through education, 

communication and community involvement. In 

cooperation with the City of Benicia, we have 

collected a sample of Mills Act Homes for this self-

guided walking tour.   

 We are grateful to the property owners for 

their efforts in preserving our historic resources.  In 

consideration of their privacy, please observe the 

tour etiquette: 

Do not disturb the residents. 

Do not trespass on the property. 

Stay on the public sidewalk. 

Do not litter 

 Thank you for helping us recognize the value 

of the property owners' commitment and 

contribution to our community. 

 Enjoy the tour and your walk through Benicia. 
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Application for Membership  

P.O. Box 2393 * Benicia, CA 94510  

707-746-6689 

www.BeniciaHistoricalSociety.org  

It is through your membership in the Benicia Historical Society that we are able 

to bring you events like this.  Please join us and help preserve our historical 

heritage here in Benicia.  

Name:_________________________________________________ 

Address:_______________________________________________ 

City:_________________________State:________Zip:__________ 

Telephone:_____________________________________________ 

E-Mail:________________________________________________ 

Annual Dues  

Please check the appropriate òAnnual Duesó section. 

Areas of Interest  

Please make checks payable to the Benicia Historical Society ña non-

profit organization.  

Ä Individual $15 Ä Family $20 

Ä Senior (60+) $10 Ä Business/Institution $25 

Ä Contributing $50 Ä Lifetime $150 

Ä Historic Preservation Ä Landmark/Plaque Program 

Ä Heritage Home Tour Ä Writing & Microfilm Project 

Ä City Cemetery Restoration Ä Publication/Research 

Ä Oral History Program Ä Other 
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WANLASS HOUSE ~ c. 1880 

166 West H Street 

History:   Although there were a number of Italianate style homes constructed 

in the 1870s and 1880s, this house is a rarity in Benicia, a flat-fronted Italian-

ate row house. It is two stories high and extends deep into its lot with very few 

side windows, apparently in anticipation of other row houses to be built on 

either side. But no other row houses were built and the house remains free-

standing, looking somewhat out of place between its lower neighbors.  

 

Architecture :  In the late 1860s, Italianate edged ahead of Greek Revival to 

become the most popular house style in the United States. Homes in this style 

ranged from modest two-story town houses to ornate mansions of sea captains 

and wealthy entrepreneurs. The flat-fronted Italianate row house was simple 

and often the style of building used for houses and western frontier structures. 

Italianate features include wood framing, rectangular massing and emphasis on 

vertical proportions. In addition, a prominent bracketed cornice and a brack-

eted hood over the front doorway are distinguishing characteristics. This style 

was quite popular early in the Victorian era, lasting from about the 1830s 

through the 1870s. 
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City of Benicia  

Mills Act Program  

 

The purpose of the program is to encourage the preserva-

tion, restoration and rehabilitation of historic property in the City 

of Benicia. 

The Mills Act is a State law that allows cities and owners 

of historic structures to enter into contracts that decrease property 

tax in exchange for continued preservation of buildings and prop-

erty.  Property tax can be reduced by 50 percent or more under 

Mills Act contracts.  The contracts automatically renew annually 

for another ten years, unless purposely non-renewed by either 

party (in which case the contract lasts only through stated ten-year 

term) or canceled.  An owner may petition the City for immediate 

cancellation, and the City may only cancel a contract for breach of 

conditions (which carries a penalty for the owner equal to 12 1/2 

percent of assessed property value). 

Participation in the program is open to owners of the fol-

lowing types of structures: 

1. Historic Landmark Buildings, as identified by the Down-

town or Arsenal Historic Conservation Plans (the DHCP 

or the AHCP). 

2. Contributing buildings, as identified by the DHCP or the 

AHCP. 

3. Buildings listed in the National Register of Historic Places 

4. Buildings listed in any State, City or County official regis-

ter of historical or architecturally significant sites, places 

or landmarks. 

 

 Thank you to the Benicia City Council, the Historic Pres-

ervation Review Commission and the City staff for their participa-

tion  in the preservation of our historic resources. For more infor-

mation, contact the Community Development Department, City of 

Benicia. 


